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SAVIOURS FROM
OUTER SPACE

Close Encountersof the

ThirdKind.Now showingin
Sydney,Melbourne.Coming to

inMay.
Reviewed

by
Libby

Barratt.

"I don't care where they're

comingfrom,as long as they're

here.As longas they'recomingto

futureshock".(An AmericanUFO
observerfrom "The Sun Machine

is ComingDown" in Ram
magazine,April7, 1978.)

Judgingby its fantasticimpact
the makers of Close Encounters

correctlyassessedthe mood of the
peoplein choosingUFOs as a
theme.UFOs are the new religion,

promisingdeliverancefrom
alienation,insecurityand fear of
the future.
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The messageof the filmis one of
total,

unquestioning

trust in the
benevolentnatureof the aliens.It

is a spiritualtrust.Fears
(representedby darkness,
billowing clouds, lightning
flashes,havocin the kitchen)are
counteredby an intuitivefaithin
the good

intentions
of the UFOs.

In the veryfirstimagethe two
eerie lightsspeeding towardsus
are discoveredto be simplythe
headlights

of a
landrover

in a dust
storm.

And the powersof the UFOsare
introduced in an almost
sentimental

way:all the toysin the
child'sroom startto work,while
the child himselfis drawn
laughinginto the nightby some
mystical understanding.

The scene in northern India of

the Sardussingingand pointingto
the sky wherethe UFOs appeared

establishesa link between
traditionalmysticismand the new
neo-religion.

When the UFO does descendto
earth,it's to a backgroundof
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religiousmusic.As it strikesthe

communicatingorgan-notes,its
lights (like sunlightthrough
stainedglass windows)play also.
Throughoutthe movie,we are
encompassedby the soundsof
JohnnieMathis'When you wish
upona starand the soundtrackof
The Ten Commandments.

Even the scientists themselves

regardthe aliens,who look like
cute-lookingbig-headedchildren,
with awe-filled sentimental
smiles.

Halos and trust

As the herorisesintothe UFO he
glancesback and dazzlinghalosof
light illuminatehis head. He
doesn'tknowwhy he is going,or
where,or with whom.He exhibits

completeunquestioningtrust and
acceptance of the aliens.

Close Encounters reversesthe
traditionof science-fictionfilms

which presentedUFOs as
intrusiveand threatening.The
machineis no longeran enemybut
a saviour.
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The makers of Close

Encountersare unconsciously
legitimisingthis new religion.At
the sametimetheyare securingan
attitudeto technologywhich will
preparepeoplefor the next period

of rapid technologicalchange,
seen by capitalisteconomistsas
one way out of the

recession.

Cary Guffey'sees the light'


